In February of 1940, 13 people gathered in a
brand new Catholic church on 18th Street in Monroe,
Louisiana, to celebrate Mass. Now, 70 years later,
people from across the country came back to Little
Flower of Jesus Church to celebrate its anniversary.

The small church that was established in what
was then the heart of the black community in Monroe
has grown and changed through the years. Little

The parish of St. Joseph Catholic Church irfFlower of Jesus School opened in 1941, and the
Shelbyville, Indiana, is led threefold by priests Fr_church_ moved to its current location on South 16th
Christopher Craig, pastor.eon Reuter OFM, a Streetin 1965.
retired Franciscan priest in residence; ditmas
Fox OFM of Sacred Heart of Jesus in Indianapolis
who celebrates Mass every Sunday afternoon for ti
Hispanic families here.

The trio will be honored on March 6, 2010, for
their service to the parish during a celebration
appreciation event that begins as they concelebray
Mass at 5:00pm in the historic church. Following
Mass, the parish and school staffs will host a dinmer
the school cafeteria. The priests will be guests ¢
honor, and parishioners (past and present).

Current and former church members will be

coming to this celebration that commemorates thiConcelebrating with Bishop Duca (center) and Adrian
“Year ?or Priests.” Fischer OFM (right) are Cal Giesen OFM, Carroll

Mizicko OFM, and Lambert Leykam OFM.

The church now serves about 200 households,
with 400 registered parishioners.

Adrian Fischer OFM has been pastor of
Little Flower of Jesus Church for six years, and he
welcomed Bishop Michael Duca of the Diocese of
Shreveport to worship and celebrate the church's
anniversary with his congregation.

S & & "The main focus of the celebration was to
"0 J* [ remind ourselves what we're about, what we've done
- .) ) and where we have to go," Adrian said.
/ The 70th anniversary celebration began on
% % February 28 with a banquet. Bishop Duca presided
0 at the Mass at 9:00 am on the’adith a reception
1 1% % 2 2 that followed.

"Little Flower has a history of interest with all
the kids who attended the church and the school," said
a former alumna. "It's that bonding. We were like
family. It's something you never forget."




Little Flower of Jesus Church was founded in The presentation of the theme took place on
1940 by the Franciscans who sought to minister to the 15", while on the 16th Bishop Alberto Campos
spiritual needs of the black community in Monroe OFM presided at the opening Eucharist.

The school was established shortly thereafter in an The work was carried out with great intensity
effort to provide quality education for children in thein a climate of commitment, enthusiasm, and hope.
area. This was mainly to prepare and undertake a

"The church and school started during theomprehensive project of the Order in the Amazon.
time of segregation,” Adrian said. "There was no reg
service to the African-American community in 3
Monroe. Over the years, to serve the community i
education was a big ministry for the church — to giv{T] #
African-Americans a proper education."Although
Little Flower of Jesus School closed in 1998, its !

legacy is alive among its many alumni. " #
(Thanks to Ken Stickney, managing editor, The $! % "& '(")*
News-Star , Monroe, Louisiana.) D #
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MThere is on line a virtual tour of the | g )

Vatican. Here are the instructions on how to take
this tour: After you link on the site below and
select an image and it appears, then hold_down
the left mouse button and slowly move the cursor
around the room. Scroll the mouse button to
zoom. You can move more slowly by keeping the
pointer close to centerline. Move the pointer up
or down to look up or down:
http://www.vatican.va/various/basiliche/san_giov
anni/vr_tour/index-en.html

Once you get the hang of it, you can easily spend
hours on this site!

The second seminar on the Amazon was held
from February 15-19, 2010, in lquitos, Peru, situated
in the Amazon.
The seminar had as its theme “The Franciscan
Presence in the Amazon” with the motto “The
Amazon challenges us to present a comprehensive !
project.” S I B 11%
The seminar was organized through UCLAF$ !& ( '
with the support of the Order. )
Three bishops of the Vicariates entrusted to (*% + "7 '89:
the Order took part together with four minister®® @ 6; % $ ,
provincial, five women religious, and a good number® - * -orn s
of friars from different entities working in the % $ . $
Amazon as well as from the General Curia. 1 3¢ 48 ¢
The seminar continued to explore this project 4) :é
which has been maturing in recent years and which ’
the General Chapter of 2009 refers to explicitly in ohe
of its mandates (no. 24). Lonrag $ %
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